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Agenda 

★ Introduction 5 mins

★ “Who is the Older Voter?” 10 mins

★ Landscape Overview: 2022 Midterm Elections
○ Federal Overview
○ State Overview

25 mins

★ Elections and State Advocacy Opportunities 10 mins

★ Question & Answer 10 mins
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★ Webinar is being recorded.

★ Link to the recording will be provided to all attendees in a post-webinar 

email from United States of Care.

★ Questions can be submitted at anytime using the Q&A button on your 

bottom toolbar. 

HOUSEKEEPING/INSTRUCTIONS FOR ASKING QUESTIONS
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Panelists

Khelan Bhatia
Director of Voter Engagement

AARP

Lucy Culp
Executive Director, State 

Government Affairs
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society

Lisa Hunter
Senior Director of Policy & 

External Affairs
United States of Care

Caitlin Westerson
State External Affairs & 
Partnerships Director
United States of Care

Moderated by: Kevin Perez-Allen
Chief Communications Officer

United States of Care
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“Who is the Older Voter?”
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https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=0fcfeODgqrM

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0fcfeODgqrM
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=0fcfeODgqrM
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Our latest “She’s the Difference” poll focusing on women 50+: 
https://www.aarp.org/research/topics/politics/info-2022/shes-the-diffe
rence-likely-voters-50-plus-survey-october-2022.html

Our battleground state polls: 
www.aarp.org/voterpolls22

Our state election guides: www.aarp.org/electionguides

Resources from AARP

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2Fresearch%2Ftopics%2Fpolitics%2Finfo-2022%2Fshes-the-difference-likely-voters-50-plus-survey-october-2022.html&data=05%7C01%7CKBhatia%40aarp.org%7C9164ead564a641a00dfe08daa6eab007%7Ca395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33%7C0%7C0%7C638005824163526997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jTqg%2B%2Bjuh0wvOsM88xrXf1bcMvJtb%2B5KreH09OHCtis%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2Fresearch%2Ftopics%2Fpolitics%2Finfo-2022%2Fshes-the-difference-likely-voters-50-plus-survey-october-2022.html&data=05%7C01%7CKBhatia%40aarp.org%7C9164ead564a641a00dfe08daa6eab007%7Ca395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33%7C0%7C0%7C638005824163526997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jTqg%2B%2Bjuh0wvOsM88xrXf1bcMvJtb%2B5KreH09OHCtis%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2Fvoterpolls22&data=05%7C01%7CKBhatia%40aarp.org%7C9164ead564a641a00dfe08daa6eab007%7Ca395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33%7C0%7C0%7C638005824163526997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dUY8wEPVzFmOGnZc1Vin5AQgMdDAWbuPHcNvLVh5FVA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.aarp.org%2Felectionguides&data=05%7C01%7CKBhatia%40aarp.org%7C9164ead564a641a00dfe08daa6eab007%7Ca395e38b4b754e4493499a37de460a33%7C0%7C0%7C638005824163526997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=I5WIQF4nzfZmPO0%2FL3FFS2Jh%2B%2BmBnaMGlHDEulwznSw%3D&reserved=0
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Landscape Overview: 
2022 Midterm Elections
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Federal Overview

How Media is Framing This Cycle

____________________________________________________________________________
1. Kaiser Family Foundation Health Tracking Poll, July 2022. Link.
2. Pew Research Center. Economy is top voting issue for GOP voters; Democrats rate several issues as very important, led by health care. Aug. 23, 2022. Link.
3. POLITICO | Harvard Poll. Gun policies, along with abortion, inflation and economy, are top concern for voters. Sept. 8, 2022. Link.
4. Bloomberg News. Political Ad Spending for Midterms Set to Hit Record $9 Billion. Aug. 10, 2022. Link

https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/poll-finding/kff-health-tracking-poll-july-2022/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2022/08/23/abortion-rises-in-importance-as-a-voting-issue-driven-by-democrats/pp_2022-08-23_midterms_00-02/
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/09/08/politico-harvard-poll-guns-abortion-inflation-economy-voter-concerns-00055494
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-08-10/political-ad-spending-for-midterms-set-to-hit-record-9-billion#xj4y7vzkg
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★ Strong Response to Supreme Court Ruling 
on Dobbs:
○ KS: More than 70 percent of newly 

registered voters were women.
○ PA: More than 40,000 people 

registered to vote in the 2 months 
following the decision v. 30,000 in the 2 
months prior

Federal Overview

Key Trends

____________________________________________________________________________
1. New York Times. After Roe’s End, Women Surged in Signing Up to Vote in Some States. Link. 
2. NCSL. Early In-Person Voting. Link. 
3. Open Secrets. 2022 federal midterm elections spending on track to top $9.3 billion. Link. 
4. Market Watch. Democrats raise more money than Republicans in 9 out of 10 competitive Senate races, channeling voter ‘energy’ after Roe overturned. Link. 

★ Early Voting Already Underway (Week of October 10th)
○ 15 states

■ AZ, CA, IL, IN, ME, MI, MN, MT, NE, NM, OH, SD, VA, VT, WY
★ Spending

○ Individual  Democrats have outraised Republicans
■ Republican PACs and National Committees have outraised Dems

○ Republicans are outspending Democrats
○ Most expensive races (Senate)

■ AZ, GA, OH, PA, WI

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/08/25/upshot/female-voters-dobbs.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/08/25/upshot/female-voters-dobbs.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/08/25/upshot/female-voters-dobbs.html
https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/early-voting-in-state-elections.aspx
https://www.opensecrets.org/news/2022/09/2022-midterm-election-spending-on-track-to-top-9-3-billion/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/democrats-raise-more-money-than-republicans-in-crucial-senate-races-as-they-make-strong-fundraising-appeal-after-roe-overturned-11663167506
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Federal Overview

Federal Midterm Election Forecasts

35 Senate seats up for election 435 House seats up for election 

___________________________________________________________
1. FiveThirtyEight.com 2022 Election Forecast, Senate. Oct. 12, 2022. Link.
2. FiveThirtyEight.com 2022 Election Forecast, House. Oct. 12, 2022. Link.

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2022-election-forecast/senate/
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2022-election-forecast/house/
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Federal Overview

35 Senate Seats Up This Cycle

_______________________________________________
1. 270toWin.com. 2022 Senate Election Forecast. Oct. 12, 2022. Link.

Note: Oklahoma has two Senate races.

Currently held by a 
Democrat (14)

Currently held by a 
Republican (21)

https://www.270towin.com/2022-senate-election/
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Federal Overview

Competitive 
Senate Races

GA

NC

Raphael Warnock (D)* 
Herschel Walker (R)

Cheri Beasley (D) 
Ted Budd (R)

Catherine Cortez Masto (D)*
Adam Laxalt (R)NV

John Fetterman (D)
Mehmet Oz (R)PA

Mandela Barnes (D)
Ron Johnson (R)*WI

AZ Mark Kelly (D)* 
Blake Masters (R)

____________________________________________________
1. Manatt Health, “What Will the Midterm Elections Mean 

for Healthcare?” Sept. 28, 2022.
*Incumbent
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Federal Overview

House of Representatives

★ Rep. Tom O’Halleran (AZ-2), -0.2%

★ Rep. Cindy Axne (IA-3), -0.6%                                                          

★ Rep. Tom Malinowski (NJ-7), -2.4%

★ Rep. Elaine Luria (VA-2), -0.2%

★ Rep. Mary Peltola (AK-At-Large), +0.8%

★ Rep. Elissa Slotkin (MI-7), +4.1%

★ Rep. David Valadao (CA-22), -0.6%

★ Rep. Steve Chabot (OH-1), +6.6%                                                           

★ Rep. Don Bacon (NE-2), +7.4%

★ Rep. Mike Garcia (CA-22), +0.4%

10 Most Vulnerable House Members

_________________________________________________________________
1. Roll Call. After the Primaries, These 10 House Members are the Most 

Vulnerable. Sept. 13, 2022. Link.

https://rollcall.com/2022/09/13/after-primaries-these-10-house-members-are-most-vulnerable/
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Federal Overview

Redistricting

Pre-2021 2021-present

_______________________________________________________
1. FiveThirtyEight.com, What Redistricting Looks like In Every State. Oct. 

12, 2022.  Link.

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/redistricting-2022-maps/
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Federal Overview

Key Health Priorities: Federal

● Reproductive 
Health

● Eligibility and 
Coverage 
Issues in 
Public 
Programs 
(Medicare / 
Medicaid)

● Health Equity

● Cost (for 
Consumers /  
the System)

● Choice and 
Competition

● Investment in 
Drug 
Development

● Oversight and 
Government 
Accountability

● Stability of 
Medicare and 
Social 
Security

● Telehealth

● Mental and 
Behavioral 

Health 

● Out of Pocket 
Costs for 

insulin 

● Price Transparency

Democratic Republican

____________________________________________________
1. Manatt Health, “What Will the Midterm Elections Mean 

for Healthcare?” September 28, 2022

Bipartisan
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Federal Overview

Potential Scenarios
Current Forecast
(as of 10/12)1

Leadership and Committee 
Implications

Implications for the Lame 
Duck2

Implications for Health 
Priorities

Dems Hold Onto 
Both Chambers

29  out of 100 
simulations

● Speaker: Nancy Pelosi, Adam 
Schiff, Steny Hoyer, or 
Hakeem Jeffries

● Annual budget or stopgap 
bill

● Codify right to same-sex 
and interracial marriage

● Election reform
● Congressional stock 

trading 
● Senate confirmation of 

federal judges (44 
nominees)

● Jan. 6 Committee final 
report

● Defense bill

● Status Quo
● Reproductive Halth
● Health Equity
● Finish Job of the IRA 

(Medicare DVH, 
“Momnibus,” etc.)

SPLIT: Dems Lose 
House, Keep 
Senate

37 out of 100 ● Speaker: Kevin McCarthy 
(CA-23)

● Ways & Means: Vern 
Buchanan (FL-16) *

● Energy & Commerce: Michael 
Burgess (TX-26)

● Education & Labor: Virginia 
Foxx (NC-5)

● Continued Use of 
Reconciliation

● Lean Into Bipartisan Health 
Issues (e.g., Telehealth, 
Mental and Behavioral 
Health, Price 
Transparency, etc.)

SPLIT: GOP Takes 
Senate, Dems 
Keep House

<1 out of 100 ● Majority Leader: Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY)

● Senate Finance: Mike Crapo 
(R-IN)

● Senate HELP: Rand Paul 
(R-KY)

GOP Takes Both 
Chambers

33  out  of 100 ● Senate Majority Leader: Mitch 
McConnell (R-KY)

● House Speaker: Kevin 
McCarthy (CA-23)

● Oversight on IRA, 
COVID-19

● Eliminating Repro Funding
● Tough Votes Forcing Biden 

Veto
____________________________________________________

1. FiveThirtyEight.com Simulation Models, Updated Oct. 12, 2022. Link. 
2. Axios, Congress Barrels Towards Extremely Busy Lame Duck Session. Sept. 29, 2022. Link. 

* Note: May also include other contenders like Adrian Smith (NE-3) and Jason Smith (MO-8)

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2022-flip-senate-house/
https://www.axios.com/2022/09/30/lame-duck-session-congress-priorities
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From the Federal Overview to State Overview

★ Federal elections have significant implications for national 
health policy. 
○ There will be a lot of focus and media attention on 

federal elections in the coming months, but state 
elections are just as important.

★ States are where policymaking happens at a pace much 
faster than at the federal level.
○ Many states have a lot at stake this election, 

especially when it comes to addressing key voting 
issues like the economy and inflation, abortion and 
reproductive health access, and Medicaid expansion.

○ From Oregon to Kansas to Maine, incumbent and 
hopeful elected officials in states across the country 
are battling for control in state legislatures and 
Governor offices.
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State Overview

Governor Races

KS
Laura Kelly (D)* and 
Derek Schmidt (R)

WI
Tony Evers (D)* and 
Tim Michels (R)

OR
Tina Kotek (D), 
Christine Drazan (R), 
Betsy Johnson (I) 

Steve Sisolak (D)* 
and Joe Lombardo 
(R)

NV

AZ Kari Lake (R) and 
Katie Hobbs (D)

*incumbent
Sources: Politico, Race to the WH, and FiveThirtyEight. 

https://www.politico.com/2022-election/race-forecasts-ratings-and-predictions/governors/
https://www.racetothewh.com/governor
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2022-election-forecast/governor/
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State Overview

State Legislatures

MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA

ALASKA

ARIZONA

MAINE

*incumbent
Sources: Politico, Race to the WH, and FiveThirtyEight. 

https://www.politico.com/2022-election/race-forecasts-ratings-and-predictions/governors/
https://www.racetothewh.com/governor
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/2022-election-forecast/governor/
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State Overview

1. Economy & 
Inflation 2. Gun Policy

“How important will each of the following 
issues be to your vote for Congress this year?”

Key Issues: State

3. Varies: abortion access, public safety & crime, 
immigration, education, or climate change 

Sources: Gallup, Kaiser Family Foundation, and Pew Research Center Polling Data

https://news.gallup.com/poll/394628/americans-intensity-running-high-midterms.aspx
https://www.kff.org/womens-health-policy/poll-finding/kff-health-tracking-poll-july-2022/
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2022/08/23/abortion-rises-in-importance-as-a-voting-issue-driven-by-democrats/pp_2022-08-23_midterms_00-02/
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State Overview

States to Watch

The state has historically 
been a leader in state-led 
health care efforts, however 
this will slow due to 
significant turnover of elected 
officials, the loss of 
institutional knowledge, and 
potential change in party 
leadership.

Arizona
Redistricting will force 
advocates to face additional 
challenging dynamics when 
advancing healthcare issues, 
however if the governor is 
Democratic, executive actions 
may be more viable than in 
the past

Oregon

Sources: 
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Elections and State Advocacy 
Opportunities
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Elections and State Advocacy Opportunities

Health Policy Trends of Interest to 
State Elected Officials

Rx costs

Economic 
outlook?

Reproductive 
Care

PHE 
Unwinding

Workforce

Mental Health Telehealth

Access to 
Care

Health System 
Costs

Financial 
toxicity Medicaid
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Priorities for Patient Advocacy Groups

Elections and State Advocacy Opportunities

Partnership to Protect Coverage 
Consensus Healthcare Reform 
Principles

Health Insurance Must be:

★ Affordable 

★ Accessible 

★ Adequate and Understandable 

(Endorsed by 40+ patient groups)
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Elections and State Advocacy Opportunities

Key Issues to Watch in States
Where Movement May Happen in 2023

Rx costs

Economic 
outlook?

Reproductive 
Care

PHE 
Unwinding

Workforce

Mental Health Telehealth

Access to 
Care

Health System 
Costs

Financial 
toxicity Medicaid

Reproductive 
Care

Telehealth
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Question?
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Sample Closing Slide 2


